CHAP. I

THE MYTH AND RITUAL OF ATT1S
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The parallel of these Syrian devotees confirms the view The saer.
that in the similar worship of Cybele the sacrifice of virility ^.^
took place on the Day of Blood at the vernal rites of the      **'
goddess, when the violets, supposed to spring from the red
drops of her wounded lover, were in bloom among the pines.
Indeed the story that Attis unmanned himself under a pine-
tree l was clearly devised to explain why his priests did the
same beside the sacred violet-wreathed tree at his festival

harvests and immunity from thunder-
bolts. The victims apparently die from
loss of blood. See P. Amaury Talbot,
In the Shadow of the Bush (London,
1912), pp. 74 sgq. Mr. Talbot writes
to me: "A horrible case has just
happened at Idua, where, at the new
yam planting, a man cut off his own
membrum virile" (letter dated Eket,
Nr Calabar, Southern Nigeria, Feb.
7th, 1913). Amongst the Ba-sundi
and Ba-bwende of the Congo many
youths are castrated "in order to more
fittingly offer themselves to the phallic
worship, which increasingly prevails
as we advance from the coast to the
interior. At certain villages between
Manyanga and Isangila there are curi-
ous eunuch dances to celebrate the
new moon, in which a white cock is
thrown up into the air alive, with
clipped wings, and as it falls towards
the ground it is caught and plucked
by the eunuchs. I was told that
originally this used to be a human
sacrifice, and that a young boy or girl
was thrown up into the air and torn
to pieces by the eunuchs as he or
she fell, but that of late years slaves
had got scarce or manners milder, and
a white cock was now substituted"
(H. H. Johnston, " On the Races of
the Congo, "Journal of the Anthropo-
logical Institute, xiii. (1884) p. 473;
compare id,, The River Congo, London,
1884, p, 409). In India, men who
are born eunuchs or in some way
deformed are sometimes dedicated to
a goddess named Huligamma, They
wear female attire and might be mis-
taken for women. Also men who are
or believe themselves impotent will
vow to dress as women and serve the
goddess in the hope of recovering

their virility.    See F. Fawcett, "On
Basivis,"Journalof'(he Anthropological
Society of Bombay, ii.  343 $q.     In
Pegu the English traveller, Alexander
Hamilton, witnessed a dance in honour
of the gods of the earth,    " Herma-
phrodites,  who are numerous in this
country, are generally chosen, if there
are enough present to make a set for
the dance.   I saw nine dance like mad
folks   for   above half-an-hour;   and
then some of them fell in fits, foaming
at the mouth for the space of half-an-
hour ;  and, when their senses are re-
stored, they pretend to foretell plenty
or scarcity of corn for that year, if the
year will prove sickly or salutary to
the people, and several other things of
moment, and all by that half hour's
conversation  that  the furious dancer
had with the gods while she was in a.
trance" (A. Hamilton, "ANew Account
of the  East  Indies," in   J.   Pinker-
ton's Voyages and Travels, viii. 427).
So in the worship of Attis the Archi-
gallus or head of the eunuch priests
prophesied; perhaps he in like manner
worked himself up to the pitch of in-
spiration by a frenzied dance.    See H.
Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae Sdectae*
vol. ii. Pars i. pp.   142,   143,  Nos.
4130, 4136; G. Wilmanns, Exempla
Inscriptionum    Latinarum      (Berlin,
1873), vol. i. p. 36, Nos. llpa, 120;
J.  Toutain,  Lts   Cultes  Patens dans
VEmpire Remain, ii.  93 s?.    As to
the sacrifice of virility in the Syrian
religion compare Th. Noldeke, "Die
Selbstentmannung   bei  den  Syrern,"
Archiv fur Religionswissensekaft,  x.
(1907) pp. 150-152.
1 Arnobius, Adversus Nations, T. y
and 16 ; Servius on Virgil, Aen, ix,
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